FROM SUPERCHARGING TO REWIRING TO THRIVING:

Dissertation Support and
Partnerships

In today’s session
● What is Supercharge Your Dissertation?
● Our adaptations, connections, and feedback
● What we learned, and what you can try

Scholars’ Commons Department- Reference + much more!
(exhibits, workshops, events, consultation hours)

Alyssa Denneler

Anna Marie Johnson

Once-a-semester event targeting dissertating graduate
students at Indiana University Bloomington
Planned and sponsored by IU Libraries and the
University Graduate School

Program context
•

Traditionally a one-day symposium
• Presentations from librarians, grad
students and campus partners,
some lecture-style and some active
learning
• Catered, non-structured lunch

•

Predates our time at IU- brainchild of a
former colleague who was the history
librarian

Similar programs in the
literature
• Dissertation Deep Dive (Ball &
Fuchs, 2019)
• Manuscript Accepted! (Schultz et al.,
2021)
• Dissertation Prep & Writing Intensive
(Trembach et al., 2020)

Our focus population
•
•

Doctoral-granting institution with over
8,500 graduate students, 40% of them
doctoral students (around 3400)
Attendees are mainly:
• Full-time students (40/40 attendees
in Fall 2019)
• 1 year ABD (16/40 in Fall 2019)
• In the College of Liberal Arts &
Sciences (12/40 in Fall 2019)

Students’ challenges
•

•

Academic challenges with the
dissertation stage of their program
(Dyckman, 2005)
• Life balance
• Confusion and isolation
• Questioning academic competence
• Relationships
At this event we make an effort for
them to hear from their peers

Reconnecting to
program intentions
•
•

How do we approach all of this via
Zoom?
At its core:
• Community building
• Addressing issues of isolation and
anxiety, both existing and new
• Remind them of and introduce
them to librarians & staff

Adaptations
April 2020: Supercharge Your Dissertation:
“Writing Strategies” and “Just For Today”
December 2020: Rewiring Your Dissertation:
“Making Peace With The Things You Can’t Control”
and “Acting On The Things You Can Control”
April 2021: Rewiring Your Dissertation: “What is
Your Journey?”
September-November 2021: Thriving in Grad
School Workshop Series
May 2022: Supercharge Your Dissertation (inperson program)

“Rewiring” feedback
“I absolutely loved the advice and wisdom
from the panelists, and the workshop left
me feeling extremely peaceful.”
“The panelists were excellent and so
helpful. It was nice feeling connected over
Zoom that was not work related.”
“Thank you for this event! It was a
wonderful moment in my day, and made
the rest of the day feel much easier.”

Active Learning

Lectures

“Supercharge” feedback
“So glad I made it a point to prioritize this. The time flew by,
and I struggled to keep up with the notes I wanted to take
because I was having thoughts faster than I could write
them down.”
“...it was really nice to be able to join grad students all over
campus and hear from them that we're all going through the
same sorts of struggles with dissertation writing/graduate
life in general!...Thank you!!!”
“There was a lot of information I was familiar with already,
but this workshop reminded me that there are many other
people who are feeling the same anxieties and pressures
that I feel.”
“This was extremely helpful and liberating!”

As the students learn,
we learn too
•

•

Jumping-off point for other campus initiatives
with our partners
•

Wednesday Writing Group discussion

•

Thriving in Grad School planning

Context/struggles we miss on the reference
desk
•

The mental load/human aspect of writing

•

Units with overlap don’t always talk to
each other

•

Different departments communicate
information in different ways

Implementing a
program like this
•

Try something less onerous and funding-based
first

•

Find your allies around campus

•

•

Graduate school, awesome willing
collaborators

•

Other standing partnerships- Writing
Tutorial Services, Counseling Services

Build your case
•

Talk to the grads and see what they are
struggling with

Conclusions
•
•
•

Maintaining community for the grads was important as we continued to
innovate
We learned a lot from our students and partners the last couple of years
Flexibility is key!
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Thank you!
Alyssa - alydenn@iu.edu
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